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Impressions of a Tournament
by Lisa Wu

I dondét think anybo
what to expect their first time at a martial
arts tournament. The San Diego Grand
Internationals (hosted by ProKenpo
Martial Arts) at the San Diego Sports
Arena was both more and less than
i mpressive than | 6d&s

Since the tournament started bright and
early on Saturday morning, Laurel Partin :
and | drove down to San Diego on Friday night and spent the
night at a nearby hotel. After a fitful night of sleep (reviewing
your forms in your head while
next day is about as far away as you can get from counting
sheep), we hauled ourselves over to the Sports Arena at the
most unholy hour of Saturday morning: 7am.

The entire arena floor area was covered in tape and mats.
Mats for wushu, sparring, and various forms (they had
somet hing called an AExtreme
being the lovechild of wushu and rhythmic gymnastics), and a
small area sectioned off forkung-f u and tai chi
start until nine ob6cl ock, sfmmo
our school had plenty of time to warm up, put on our silks, and
imagine all the myriad of ways in which the day might go
horribly awry. I just kept h
online rules for the taichi and kung-fu events seemed pretty
specific on times, out-of-bounds penalties, and protocols.
What if | bowed to the wrong judge? What if | tripped and fell?
What if I, with my nervous, sweaty palms, let go of my sword
and it flew across the floor? Those were the questions going
through my mind as the judges lined us up and gave us the
lowdown on how the rest of the day was to proceed. The
answer to those questions? Pretend nothing happened. |

wasndt sure how | was going t
sword went skittering off acrossthe f | oor, but

with it when | got there. Th
the ring.

One of the most surprising things about the competitiond and

Il 6m told, of al |0 isstheamoorddf c o mp
competitors who are under the age of 12. There were a lot of
elementary-school-aged kids competing in wushu and other
forms, some of whom were very, very good. But the biggest
delight of the day was seeing the masters compete. Even
though theyoére teachi ntgnsaeourev
masters doing the forms they teach. Seeing that at a
competitiond our teachers at 110%, alone, made the trip worth
it.

Continued on page 3

Congratulations, David! No dates revealed yet,

but heds getting marr.i
David Hodge is that super physically fit, quiet,
amiable, humble guy you see hanging out at
school. He usually has a peaceful smile on his
facei but whatoés really b
interview questionnaire brought to light some

interesting information about David.

First off, David currently takes a variety of
classes both internal (Tai Chi, Xing Yi, Ba Gua)
and external (Sanda, Qin Na). Ba Gua is what
brought him to BTKA. Having been exposed to
a bit of Ba Gua during his 5 years of Ninjitsu
training, he found BTKA the best local school
teaching Ba Gua. He soon learned that the
school has so much mor
a lifer and has already received BTKA

Continued on page 3
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Come see our veryown JoleneKimper f or m i n a Scaralgec omedy mbfo, 0 cu

www.theatermania.com

Jolene is a long-time student of BTKA and professional actor whose credits include a number of episodes
from A240 as coemnercialsrandrtheatrioalipsoductions.

SAVAGE I~ :

w JOHN PATRICK

DATES: MAY 30 & 31 AND JUNE 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, & 21
SHOWTIMES: FRI/SAT AT 8:00PM

8th
Rick Lucas

7th
Brandon Hollyer

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
OUR JUNE STUDENTS!

Willis Abraham Chris Miles



http://www.theatermania.com/
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Impressions of a Tournament R IUCETIEIELTY LT
Continued from page 1

Between waiting for events to start, running around to certification in both Yang Tai Chi and Ba Gua in
observe different events, and snacking to keep my energy less than 2 years.
up, | can only classify the day as organized chaos.
Somewhere after my first event, the other students and | David originally had no plans to compete, but after
lost total track of time. Without our watches and very little a taste of a competition or two, he has now
semblance of real daylight, our Saturday turned into a lot become a tournament monster, eager to perfect
of waiting, a lot of practicing, and a lot of not knowing and his performance. Just recently, David won a
not caring what time it was, only that we still had events number of gold medals in Tai Chi and Ba Gua at
left to do. Long story short, most of what | was afraid of both San Diego and Berkeley tournaments.
happening to me actually did happen. | got a stomach
ache, | stepped out of bounds (twice), | forgot parts of my Outside of kung fu, David is an independent
form, | got confused about who to bow to and when, and a personal trainer at a small gym in West LA, and as
part of my broadsword flew off and slid several feet across for schooling, David has attended many schools
the floor (thankfully, dur i ng practice) , & B RS el N Ao (e R L
of the world. where things get intere:
hobbies is wine tasting. He likes to roam around
Tournaments are fun because you get to see what California to search out good food, bed &
everybody else in the martial arts world is up to, and you breakfasts and excellent wine. He also likes to
really get to see how truly diverse it is not only in age, but BBQ and enjoy the much-loved wine of his travels.
also in style. All in all, it was a great, positive experience Another hobby, in tune with his career as a
and also great bonding time with some of my fellow BTKA personal trainer, is to study and research
students. I canot walt unt R RN RO LA )
hope to see some of you there! likes to spend time being entertained by his 4 cats
E (one of whom is looking quite paranoid around

Davidodéos neck in the pic)

Davidés musical tastes i
range from funk (Parliament, old Stevie Wonder,
Tower of Power) to blues/jazz (Etta James,
Screamin' Jay Hawkins, Gil Scott Heron) and

finally to punk and industrial to round it out (DRI,
Dead Kennedys, Skinny Puppy, Pigface). Some of
his favorite TV shows include Cash Cab, Deadliest
Catch, Sponge Bob and Venture Bros., and his
favorite films (all classics!) are The Shining,
Princess Bride and Blade Runner. In the favorite
book department, David did not include authors,

so | d&6m making assumpti ol
The Monk by Matthew Gregory Lewis, Utopia by

Sir Thomas More and A Confederacy of Dunces

by John Kennedy Toole (coincidentally, also a
favorite of another student at BTKA, Tim Hall).
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SAN DIEGO TOURNAMENT RESULTS

Congratulations to all our BTKA students who competed in the San Diego Grand International on May 17"-18™

Sifu Jonathan Wang David Hodge Tim Hall
Gold: Yang 24, Yang 40, Chen, Gold:  Yang, Taichi Sword, Wu, Gold: Baji, Mantis Staff,

Wu, Bagua, Xing Yi, Bagua Taichi Sabre, Bagua Traditional Straight Sword
Double Deer Horn Knives, Double Deer Horn Knives
42 Taichi Sword, Taichi Lisa Wu
Sabre, Tiger Claw Elite Silver: Bagua
Taichi, Tiger Claw Elite Gold: Chen, Chen Taichi Sword,
Taichi Weapon, Guang Laurel Partin Mantis Sabre

Ping, 42 Taichi, Sun, other

Gold: Bagua Pelin Cayirlioglu
Silver: Taichi Spear

Silver: Chen Taichi Sword, Bagua Gold: Bagua
Matt Luongo Sword

Silver: Chen, Yang Taichi
Gold:  Wushu Staff

Cheryl Okumura
Silver: Praying Mantis

Gold: Wu, Yang Taichi

Bronze: Tai Chi Straight Sword

10™ ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CHINESE

MARTIAL ARTS CHAMPIONSHIP San Diego Grand International
May 23"-25" i Orlando, FL

Congratulations to Sifu Jonathan Wang for winning TAl
CHI GRAND CHAMPION and 12 medals at this
prestigious event that consisted of approximately 1,000
competitors!

Gold: 24 Taichi, Chen, Wu, Sun, Taichi Sabre, Bagua,
Xing Yi, Baji

Silver: Yang, Taichi Sword,
Bagua Double Deer
Horn Knives,
Water Fist

10" Annual

International : v A
Chinese Martial » 3 8 ;

Arts Tai Chi Grand From L to R: Tim Hall, Lisa Wu (front),
Champion Cheryl Okumura, Sifu Jonathan Wang,
Laurel Partin
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BTKA Trivia Challenge

Take the BTKA Trivia Challenge and win a gift card at the end of Current Trivia Challenge Standings
the year! How? Amass the most points! Each month, be among
the top 3 people to answer correctly. 1% person to answer
correctly = 3 points, 2" person = 2 pts, 3" person = 1 pt. The 3
people with the most points at the end of the year win. **The
BTKA Challenge is a personally-funded contest that is not
sponsored by BTKA, so donodt h
dondt winl!l**

1. LisaWu

2. Bill Palmer / Jolene Kim / Michael Lilli

3. Christine Coffelt / Matt Luongo /
Matthew Jones

JUNE TRIVIA QUESTION

What film are these imagefrom?

Send your answer in to info@beijingkungfu.com

MAY TRIVIA QUESTION

Namethis famous cartoon Kung For extra creditg who was the voice
Fu character behind the character?

Daws Butler

Don Messick
Scatman Crothers
Bill Farmer

Send your answer in to info@beijingkungfu.com

Answer: Hong Kong Phooey
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2008 BTKA Tentative Schedule

Weekdays
61 7p 71 8p 81 9p 81 9p 971 10p
Sanda Sparring General Review Yang Fight Set TaiChil&?2
(ongoing) (ongoing) (3/1 - 6/30) (ongoing)
Yang Application
Mon (7/1 - 8/31)
Yang 40
(9/1 - 12/18)
Sanda Conditioning Handcuff Baji Kung Fu 11 Tan Tui Team Practice
(ongoing) (5/1 - 8/30) (4/1 - 7/31) (3/117 8/31) (ongoing)
: . Kung Fu 11 Basics
Tue Review (September)  Review (August) (/11 12/18)
Qinna Fight Set Eagle Claw 1
(20/1 - 2/28/09) (9/1 - 12/18)
Chen Tai Chi Sword 1 Instructor Review & Yang Fight Set TaiChil &2
(1/7 - 4/30) Open Gym (ongoing) (3/1 - 6/30) (ongoing)
Wed Chen Tai Chi Sword 2 Yang Application
(5/1 - 8/31) (7/1 - 8/31)
Yang 40
(9/1 - 12/18)
Sanda Conditioning Eagle Claw Fight Set Review Kung Fu 11 Tan Tui
(ongoing) (1/7 - 4/30) (March) (3/11 - 8/31)
Handcuff Baiji Kung Fu 11 Basics
Thu (5/1 - 8/30) (4/1 - 7/31) (9/1 - 12/18)
Review (September) = Review (August)
Qinna Fight Set Eagle Claw 1
(20/1 - 2/28/09) (9/1 - 12/18)
61 7p 771 8p 81 9p 81 9p 971 10p
Weekends
107 11a 1lai 12p 127 1p 171 2:30p
Sanda Conditioning SanL?g{]?gpgﬁilr\]/léxed Shield & Sabre Sparring
- . a/1 -
Seh (ongoing i starting 4/1) (el S A (4/1 - 6/30)
Shield & Spear Sparring
(7/1 - 9/30)
Xingyi 1 Bagual & 2 Broken Gate Spear =~ Wushu Long Fist
(3/1 - 6/1) (/6 - 5/31) (/7 - 5/31) (20/1/07 i 4/30)
sun Xingyi 2 Bagua 3 Sticky Stalff Fight Set Wushu Sabre
(7/1 - 10/1) (6/1 - 8/31) (6/1 - 10/31) (5/1 - 10/31)
Xingyi 3 Bagua 4
(11/1/08 - 2/28/09) (9/1 - 12/18)
107 11a 1lai 12p 127 1p 17 2:30p
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Tournament Watch 2008

July 20

Evergreen Cup Competition i Hacienda Heights, CA

Events: Tai Chi

Website: http://lightning-taichi.org/evergreen.htm

July 26

2008 Battle of L.A. - Los Angeles, CA

Events: Contemporary & traditional wushu, internal, push hands (fixed), Duan Bing, Chang Bing,
Gong Fa

Website: www.battleofla.com

August 1-3

2008 Long Beach Internationals - Long Beach, CA

Events: Contemporary & traditional Wushu, Tai Chi, continuous/point sparring, sport MMA, grappling (with and without gi)

Website: www.longbeachikc.com

*** Tiger Claw Elite Championship qualifying event ***

August 16 @

2008 AAU Chinese Martial Arts National Championship i Lockhart, TX

Events: Contemporary & traditional Wushu, Tai Chi, continuous sparring, Shuai Chiao, San Shou, weapon sparring
Website: http://aausports.org/sprt_ChineseMartialArts.asp?a=sprt ChineseMartialArts Events.htm

August 29-31

Las Vegas Chinese Martial Arts Championship i Las Vegas, NV

Events: Praying Mantis Kung Fu, Tai Chi, Ba Ji, Ba Gua, weapons, fight sets
Website: http://www.wutanglasvegas.com/

October 6-7 @

Austin Martial Arts Festival T Austin, TX

Events: Traditional Kung Fu, Tai Chi, Shuai Jiao, San Shou
Website: http://amafest.org/festival/competitions.php

October 24-26

Di s n eMardia Arts Festival i Orlando, FL

Events: Contemporary & traditional Wushu, San Shou, Shuai Chiao, Tai Chi, Xing Yi, Ba Gua
Website: http://tournament.info/do CMA.htm
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